[Endoprosthetic replacement of the elbow joint in rheumatoid arthritis : Video article].
Endoprosthetic replacement of the elbow joint is comparatively rare with less than 100 cases per year in Germany. Patients with forms of rheumatism constitute the major proportion and they also show the significantly best results. The indications are assessed in a stage-adapted manner and depend mostly on the stability and the grade of bony destruction. An acceptable function of this joint, which transmits high strength but is not load bearing, is the main target. The accompanying video demonstrates the implantation of a total elbow endoprosthesis.